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remove the trouble. Fleas from infected rats have been
proved to act in spreading the disease known as plague.

The Bed-bug

This is a flat, actively running insect with a pronounced
odour. It does not live on the body or in bedding but on the
walls and flooring of houses, whence it proceeds to bite and
feed on the blood of human beings, generally in the night-time.
The eggs are laid in crevices and spaces behind floor or skirting
boards or loose wall-paper. The young bed-bug emerges
from the egg in a week or so, and is ready to bite a human
being at once. The bed-bug is able to pass from one house
to the next, and may appear unexpectedly in a house inhabited
by clean and careful persons, much
to their dismay and annoyance.

The presence of bed-bugs is fre-
quently due to a house being
dilapidated and out of repair. In a

house which has sound and perfect    ^>84> BED-B               .

flooring and 'walls it is difficult for (British Museum Economic
bugs to obtain lodgment.                         Pamphlet No. 5.)

To eradicate bugs it is necessary

to kill those which are present in the fabric of the room
by painting the affected surfaces with crude carbolic acid
and repairing the flooring, skirting-boards, and walls, stopping
up all holes and crevices. To do this one must enlist the help
of a practical builder, but it is wise in every case to send to
the Town Hall and lodge a complaint with the Medical Officer
of Health, who will arrange for the necessary execution
of repairs.

The Head-louse

This insect lives in the hair and is easily transferred from
one individual to another. It bites the scalp in order to feed
on blood, and in doing so causes irritation and scratching of
the head. This irritation may result in inattention to lessons

